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a great part of Leinster and Minister, horrible murders were of
almost daily occurrence,1 and an extreme terror prevailed. Lord
Longueville, writing from the county Cork, to report the murder
of Sir Henry Merrick, said that Abercromby's order forbidding
the military to act without the presence of a magistrate, would
be fatal, as the magistrates would not dare to expose themselves
to the lasting vengeance that would pursue them, and he men-
tioned that, in a single week, three men had been shot in clear
daylight, within eight miles of his own house.2 Even the sentinels
on guard in Dublin were frequently fired at.3 Dr. Lanigan,
the Catholic Bishop of Ossory, wrote in March to Archbishop
Troy, describing the condition of the Queen's County, and some
charges that had been brought against the priests, and his letter
contains this very significant sentence: c The priests told me, and
1 believe them, that the fear of assassination prevents them from
speaking as much as they wished against United Irisbjnen.5 4

In the towns, the United Irish ranks were rapidly recruit-
ing. McNally writes that men in respectable and independent
positions, and even cof considerable property,' were 'daily
Uniting*/ that the conspiracy was making rapid progress in
the public offices, and among the yeomen; that nearly all the
clerks in banks and great merchant and trading houses were
involved in it; that there was hardly a house with three men
servants which had not a domiciliary committee; that the
United Irishmen had already their agents and their spies in the
most confidential departments of the Castle and the law courts,
and that they were actively introducing them into the post
offices.5 In Trinity College, seditious sentiments were spreading
among the young men, and a visitation was held by the Vice-
Chancellor Lord Clare, and by Dr. Duigenan, who was deputed
to act in the place of the Archbishop of Dublin. Several

to draw the troops from the quarter     and March 1798.   An Athlone magis-

whioh was intended to be the chief     trate, named Parker, wrote that he

swno ^ t}ie rebellion.                            had been sending a confidential agent

1 Ikrraford'*   Corretp&ndwice,   ii.     to attend a mendicant friar in his

154;   Musprave's JtefoUwm in Ire-     annual circuit through a great part

land Pp. 11H5, 197, 203.                           of the co. Boscommon, and that he

*' Lord Longueville, March 8,1798.     found that nearly all the servants in

* Miwirrave, p. 203.                           gentlemen's houses were disaffected,

4 tettlmavh   Civrrespondence,   i.     and acquainted with the Defenders'

160-.! 62.                                                si&ns-   (T. Parker, April 6,1798.)

' * See the letters of J. W. for Feb.
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